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Secretary of STate

Dear Voter:

The tragic events of September 11, 2001, have given all Americans a new appreciation
for our Democracy. The terrorist acts were assaults against the rights and freedoms we all
enjoy as Americans—not the least of which is the right to vote in the most revered
Democracy the world has ever seen.

One of the most effective ways to send a message back to the terrorists who have 
attempted to threaten our way of life is for you to ensure that all of your neighbors,
friends, family, and coworkers join you in a massive turnout at the polls on 
Election Day.

The Secretary of State’s office will do our part to assist the military to ensure that the men
and women protecting America overseas will have every opportunity to vote, even under
the most difficult circumstances.

With recent election reforms that allow voter registration up to fifteen days prior to an
election, the Secretary of State’s decision to phase out archaic punchcard voting 
technology, the simplification of the absentee ballot process, and increased 
opportunities for nonpartisan voters to participate in primary elections now provide
Californians every convenience and opportunity to vote in record numbers.

To prepare for Election Day, please review the material in this Voter Information Guide
and on the Internet at www.ss.ca.gov. To help us improve the information provided to
voters for future elections, we also urge you to complete and return the survey card 
provided in the back of this pamphlet.

As a registered voter, you have the opportunity this March to further strengthen the
foundation of our Democracy by exercising your most fundamental right—the right to
vote! We look forward to seeing you, your friends, family, and colleagues at the polls on
March 5, 2002. Together, we can send a message that our Democracy and the sacred 
freedoms of America will remain forever strong for our children and grandchildren.
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“Vote America” is the answer for every American who wants to give back to
our country, show support, and honor those who have given their lives for our
freedom.

The goal of the “Vote America” project is to provide every eligible voter with
the opportunity to be a part of America and help protect democracy by
strengthening it at its very core—the ballot box.

“Vote America” is a voter outreach, voter education, voter turnout, and a
volunteer recruitment program.

There are lots of ways that you can get involved. Visit the “Vote America”
website at www.voteamerica.ca.gov to register to vote, obtain nonpartisan
voter information, locate your polling place location, or sign up to become a
“Vote America” volunteer.

Together, we can keep our country strong!



Dates to Remember

February 4, 2002
First day to apply for an absentee ballot by mail

February 19, 2002
Last day to register to vote

February 26, 2002
Last day to apply for an absentee ballot by mail

March 5, 2002
Last day to apply for an absentee ballot
in person at the office of the county
elections official

March 5, 2002
ELECTION DAY!

Remember to Vote!
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Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Important Notice! A new law has changed the 
deadline to register to vote from the 29th day to the 15th
day before an election.  The last day to register to 
vote for the March 5, 2002, Primary Election is 
February 19, 2002. Persons who register to vote between
February 4th and February 19th will receive a notice of
their polling place location, but there may not be time to
mail them a copy of this guide or the sample ballot mailed
by each county.

Register Early! Please encourage your family and friends
to register on or before February 4, 2002, to ensure they
receive all the election information they need.

Provisional Voting. There may not be time to add 
the names of persons who register late (after 
February 4, 2002) to the list of voters used at the polling
place. If your name does not appear on the list, you are
entitled to vote a “provisional” ballot. You may be asked
to show proof of your residence address. A provisional
ballot is the same as a regular ballot. However, elections
officials are required to verify a voter’s registration before
counting provisional ballots. If you are required to vote
by provisional ballot, the poll workers at your polling
place will be able to assist you.

Online Information. You can review the contents of 
this publication online at the Secretary of State’s 
website at www.ss.ca.gov. In addition, copies of voting
material will be available at your polling place.

New Deadline to Register to Vote

Call the Secretary of State’s toll-free number:
1-800-345-VOTE

www.ss.ca.gov
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